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Notes and Queries. 3°5 

They stood aghast, a moment gone, 

Mad and inebriate all rushed on. 

" Seize him," cried Burnham, with a scoff, 

" While I take her and bear her off." 

Ere the word ended, down he fell : 

Lee's giant blow had lighted well, 

And quick and oft those strokes descended ; 

And when that battle fierce was ended, 

Three men lay on the floor for dead, 

And four more, wounded, turned and fled. 

Dead they were not, but bruised full sore, 
The bride and bridegroom bending o'er 
With care and cordial, life restore, 
Others came, too — the wounded raised, 
And Isaac's valor loudly praised. 
None thought him made of such true stuff, 
But hoped the rascals had enough, 
All said 't was right, and south and north 
Abjured Bride Stealing 1 from henceforth. 

In the preface of the publication, it is stated that " the events, the local- 
ities, and the personages were all strictly real, and Ensign Hart and little 
Sammy no other than the grandfather and father of the authoress." 

Emily E. Ford. 

97 Clark St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Proposal for Folk-Lore Research at Hampton, Va. — We take pleas- 
ure in printing the following address, issued by a teacher in the Hampton 
School, who is also a member of The American Folk-Lore Society. The 
task of collecting negro traditions, promoted in part by students of the 
negro race, cannot fail to be as interesting in results as beneficial to the 
persons engaged in the work. 

To graduates of the Hampton Normal School and all others who may be inter- 
ested : 

Dear Friends, — The American Negroes are rising so rapidly from the 
condition of ignorance and poverty in which slavery left them, to a posi- 
tion among the cultivated and civilized people of the earth, that the time 
seems not far distant when they shall have cast off their past entirely, and 
stand, an anomaly among civilized races, as a people having no distinct 
traditions, beliefs, or ideas from which a history of their growth may be 
traced. If within the next few years care is not taken to collect and pre- 
serve all traditions and customs peculiar to the Negroes, there will be little 
to reward the search of the future historian who would trace the history of 
his people from the African continent, through the years of slavery, to the 
position which they will hold a few generations hence. Even now the chil- 
dren are growing up with little knowledge of what their ancestors have 

1 " To steal the bride, was for a party of young men, accompanied by some 
young women, to carry her off, take her junketing about to neighboring taverns, 
and bring her home the next day. It was a coarse jest, and not unfrequently a 
malicious one, got up by some disappointed rival." 



